ST. MARY OF GOSTYN PARISH

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

2024-2025
FAMILY HANDBOOK

1st grade - Confirmation

445 Prairie Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-960-3566

religiouseducation@stmarygostyn.org
www.stmarygostyn.org

ABSENCE CALL IN LINE 630-960-3566

Find our website at www.stmarygostyn.org



ST. MARY OF GOSTYN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
FAMILY HANDBOOK
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Clergy/Staff Contact Information page 3
Tuition and Fees page 3
Program Philosophy page 4
Program Objectives page 4

Program Policies
Communication page 5
Parental Involvement page 5
Schedule page 5
Registration page 5
Reception of the Sacraments page 5
Student Expectations page 6
Attendance and Absences page 6
Continuity page 6
Conduct page 6
Student Textbooks page 6
Cell Phones/Fidget Toys/Electronics page 7
Discipleship Journal page 7
Home Schooling page 7
Emergency Closing page 7
Parking page 7

Diocese of Joliet

The diocese of Joliet requires all parishes to provide the following information to pro-
gram parents. Please become familiar with these documents.

« DOlJ Policy Regarding Sexual Abuse of Minors revised 2013 pages 8-14

« DOJ Standards of behavior to Safeguard Against Child Abuse rv2014 pages 15-17

o DOIJ Parent Guide to Understanding Child Sexual Abuse pages 18-19

o DOJ Parent Guide to Internet Safety for Children and Teens pages 20-21
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ST. MARY OF GOSTYN CATHOLIC PARISH
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN

2024-2025 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLERGY AND STAFF

Pastor Rev. Shaun Cieslik
Parochial Vicar (Religious Education Chaplin) Rev. Asirvadam Dandu
Deacons Deacon Al Agurkis

Deacon Bob Miciunas
Director of Religious Education Jen Liszka

630-960-3566

jliszka@stmarygostyn.org

Absence/Late Arrival Call In 630-960-3566

TUITION AND FEES

One Child Family Tuition S275

Two Children Family Tuition S375

Three + Children Family Tuition $425

In addition to the Family Tuition, Sacramental Fees are charged per child for Sacrament years
First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion S60 fee per child

Confirmation—8th grade only S60 fee per child

ALL FAMILY TUITION AND FEES ARE DUE TO ST. MARY OF GOSTYN BY
OCTOBER 11, 2024

VOLUNTEER TUITION

Any valuable program requires the work of many volunteers, including catechists who accomplish a
variety of tasks. Volunteers who come forward at the time of registration are offered a discounted
tuition. All Sacramental Fees remain the same.

One Child Catechist Family $100 One Child Hall Monitor Family $225
Two Children Catechist Family $100 Two Children Hall Monitor Family $325
Three + Children Catechist Family ~ $100 Three + Children Hall Monitor Family $375

ALL VOLUNTEER TUITION AND FEES ARE DUE TO ST. MARY OF GOSTYN BY
OCTOBER 11, 2024
Volunteer tuition is not guaranteed and is only available to parents/legal guardians of enrolled students. Catechist
tuition is subject to our program needs, based on available positions, available session times and available grade
levels. In the event a volunteer’s available time and/or talent does not meet the program needs, tuition will be
adjusted and billed accordingly. All volunteers must be adults (18 and over) with Protecting God’s Children
guidelines met.

FINANCIAL HARDSHIP

If a family is experiencing financial hardship, please call the Religious Education office at 630-960-3566.
Help is available to any family requesting application forms for a Payment Plan Schedule or Financial Help
from St. Mary of Gostyn Parish.

Find our website at www.stmarygostyn.org



ST. MARY OF GOSTYN CATHOLIC PARISH
PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN

The philosophy of religious education underlying the activities of the Religious Education Office of

St. Mary of Gostyn Church is based on two key principles:

1. Religious Education is a continuing process which strives to develop in each Catholic Christian a
mature and enlightened faith.

2. Religious Education has a fourfold mission; to teach the message of Jesus, to build community, to
celebrate faith life, and to be of service to others.

The Catholic Church teaches us that parents have the primary responsibility for the formation of their
children. Therefore, our children’s program is built on the premise that the best formation of children will
come about through the spiritual growth of their parent(s) or guardian(s) and other teachers. We see our
program as only the partner and supporter of the parent or guardian in carrying out the task of the
religious education of their children.

St. Mary of Gostyn Religious Education Office seeks to meet the children where they are and draw them
gradually, according to their own development, into a deeper understanding and experience of their own
faith. We try to help our students to become “doers of the Word, and not hearers only.” To bring this
about we strive to weave religion lessons around some concrete experience which will help bring the
lesson from the realm of theory into realm of the real.

OBJECTIVES
I.  To proclaim the MESSAGE of Christ Jesus.
A. To teach faithfully the principle elements of the Catholic Christian message for catechesis.
“Christ Our Life” and “Finding God” is our curriculum published by Loyola Press, offers a spiral
curriculum encompassing the following themes. Each grade level covers these teachings.

1. God

2. Jesus

3. Creed

4. Scripture
5. Morality

6. Sacraments
7. Prayer

8. Catholic Social Teaching
B. To assist the students in understanding and remembering the common prayer formulas of the
Church, the ten commandments, the laws of the Church, and the Sacraments.

Il. To provide students with experiences of Catholic worship.
A. To celebrate together the principle events of the liturgical year.
B. To celebrate Mass together 2-3 times a year during RE sessions.
C. To promote participation in personal prayer and weekly communal worship.

lll. To foster Christian Community

A. To provide opportunities for students to share their faith.
B. To activate Christian concerns for issues of life, truth, and justice.

Find our website at www.stmarygostyn.org



PROGRAM POLICIES

COMMUNICATION

Our main sources of communication to families is through email, the parish bulletin and the parish website
(www.stmarygostyn.org). Some catechists will use the student folder as well. Families should be diligent in
reading the email and the bulletin (available on line) as they will contain important information and dates.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Parent(s) are expected to review what children have learned in catechetical sessions, work with them to
learn assigned prayers to be mastered for their grade level, and assist with any assigned homework. Any
prayers that are expected to be memorized are available in the textbook. Other expectations include
weekly/holy day Mass attendance, and parish ministry participation.

SCHEDULE

Catechetical sessions will be held at St. Mary of Gostyn according to the following schedule:

e Wednesday 4:30—5:35 pm Grades 1-8
e Wednesday 6:30—7:35 pm Grades 1-8
e Thursday 4:30—5:35 pm Grades 1-8

REGISTRATION AND TUITION

All registration materials are available on line on the Parish website (www.stmarygostyn.org) under the
Religious Education tab. Registration for families currently registered in the program is April 15th to June
25th, giving them first choice in reserving session assignments. Registration for all families of St. Mary of
Gostyn parish opens July 1st. New families can obtain registration materials from the Religious Education
Office or on the parish website. All children who are new MuUsT include a Baptism certificate with
registration. Children who have been Baptized in another faith tradition, will need to complete a
“Profession of Faith,” to proceed. All tuition is to be paid in full by October 11, 2024, or as otherwise
posted.

RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENTS

The norm for reception of the Sacraments of Initiation are as follows:

e First Holy Communion - Grade 2. Children who have completed Grades 1 & 2 are eligible to
receive the Sacrament for the first time in early May. First Reconciliation is received in January.

e Confirmation - Grade 8. Children who have completed Grades 7 & 8 are eligible to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation in late winter/early spring. These two years of preparation include
specific paperwork, active participation in all sessions, and a Confirmation Retreat.

e Children who fall out of the norm will be inserted into a “Rite of Christian Initiation of Children.”
More information is available to families upon request. Session times for the “Rite of Christian
Initiation of Children.” will take place outside the regular RE classroom, and will likely take place
around Sunday Mass time.

Find our website at www.stmarygostyn.org



PROGRAM POLICIES

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

e Respect the authority of all adults, volunteers and staff of the Religious Education Program, St. Mary of
Gostyn School and other parents and adults involved in our program

e Arrive at all sessions on time, always arrive with textbook and prepared for the 1 hour and 5 minute
session time.

e Actively participate in all classroom activities while respecting fellow students by listening as well.

e Use of the classroom must be respected as the space is also used by St. Mary of Gostyn School. No
defacing, borrowing, taking or moving of desks, student supplies and teacher supplies.

ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCE

1. Children are expected to attend each and every class (except due to illness or other emergency). We
strongly discourage regular early dismissal and late arrival. Session re-assignment is available
depending on availability.

2. Inconsistent attendance - In the event that your student will be missing multiple classes please contact
the Director at 630-960-3566 to discuss make up assignments.

3. A parent or guardian must call the Religious Education Office to report the absence of a child. The
number is 630-960-3566.

CONTINUITY

It is expected that students will faithfully attend each grade level (1-8) as part of their religious formation.
The norm is Grades 1-2 are required to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist and Grades
7-8 are required for the Sacrament of Confirmation. All other grades build on the Sacrament years and are
an integral part of the development of a Catholic child.

CONDUCT

The time children have for formal catechesis is a precious commodity. Therefore, we request that parents
make their children aware that good moral conduct and courteous behavior is expected toward their
catechist and fellow students. Disrespect to classmates, catechists, or other adults involved in our program
can not be tolerated. Students who disrupt, harass or violate the right of other students, staff or volunteers
maybe be subject to disciplinary action.

The hallway is designated as a time out area. After an oral warning, children with discipline problems will
be removed from a classroom and be supervised by a hall monitor. These children could be given an
assignment related to the session. In the event of 3 consistent time outs, notification of the behavior will
be given to the parent. No change in behavior will result in calling the parents for a meeting with the
pastor or his designee. Parents may be requested to attend catechetical session if the behavior problem
goes unresolved. If behavior does not change and/or the student continues to be disruptive, break
classroom rules and/or harass or violate the rights of others in the program, the Director or pastor reserves
the right to dismiss the student from the program.

Find our website at www.stmarygostyn.org



PROGRAM POLICIES

STUDENT TEXTBOOKS

Each student receives a Religion textbook and folder to keep and use at class and at home. Parents or
guardians should remind their child to bring the textbook and folder to class every session. It is the
responsibility of the parents/guardians to replace any lost books. Replacement books can be obtained
through the Religious Education Office at 630-690-3566.

CELL PHONES, FIDGET TOYS AND OTHER ELECTRONICS

o Fidget toys are sometimes necessary for children with attention issues. If your child needs a fidget toy,
please notify the Religious Education Office. Otherwise, no fidget toys should come to class.

e No cell phones or electronics are allowed during sessions, unless a class project is on-going. If so, the
catechist may announce approval to use them. If students are found with such toys/devices it will be
confiscated and returned at session end. After 3 confiscations, the phone will be given to the Director
and the parents will have to come to the RE office to pick up the device.

DISCIPLESHIP JOURNALS FOR GR. 7 & 8

All students enrolled in Grades 7 & 8 are required to complete a Discipleship Journal. Grade 8 journal is
due before Confirmation; Grade 7 is due April 24th. Some activities will be announced via email, or parish
bulletin, but families are expected to work together to accomplish the Holy Encounters and the Christian
Service Projects. Always feel free to call the Religious Education Office for more information or questions.
Journals for the next year will be distributed at the end of Grade 6 and 7.

HOME SCHOOLING

A home study program is available to families with extenuating circumstances. The program involves a series of
lessons, homework and assessments. Participation requires registration, tuition, and is only available in Grades 3-6.

EMERGENCY CLOSING

In the event of severe weather we ask that you check the parish website for our status at www.stmarygostyn.org.

PARKING ETIQUETTE

The flow of traffic around the parish grounds can be dangerous to our children. Prairie, Douglas, Gierz, and Fairview
are all busy public streets. As always, our first priority is to keep our children safe before and after sessions. Please
help us insure their safety.

DROP OFF_Children with Sessions in the school building (Gr. 1-8) can be dropped off in the Church Parking
Lot off of Prairie St. It is important to park in the designated spots to let your child out. Children can then
cross Prairie at the crosswalk at the Stop Sign. A crossing guard will be available. Please be aware of
children in the lot. Students can be dropped off on Douglas St, but must enter through the main doors.

PICcK UP We ask that whenever possible, adults come to the school to pick up your children. You can wait in
the front hallway or outside. If you must stay with your vehicle, please park in a designated parking space
and wait for your child to be crossed with a crossing guard. Remember it will be dark for a good part of our
sessions. Out of courtesy for our volunteers please arrive early for pick up.

WALKERS AND BIKE RIDERS If you live nearby and desire your child to walk or ride his/her bike home from
church, please fill out the Walkers Permission Slip on the website.

Find our website at www.stmarygostyn.org
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